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• It may not be too fanciful to liken the town of Sevenoaks, set 
on a hill, to the border fortress of the countryside against 
the giant sprawl of the vast conurbation. Poised between the 
great city and the open countryside…it could have a future of 
exciting challenge. It may so develop its own special 
character as to be a recognised centre of increasing charm, 
culture and beauty.

•
• John Dunlop, The Pleasant Town of Sevenoaks – A History (1964)



Functional Linkages

• Complex functional linkages to Kent and London   
• Current system does not help to address these 

linkages
• DtC has not worked
• Some scope for joint evidence preparation
• SDC is supportive of more co-operation across the 

South East region



Some Challenges for Sevenoaks District  

• Environmental protection vs growth
• Infrastructure delivery 
• Promoting town centres and economic growth 
• Delivering healthy spaces
• Making best and most efficient use of land     



Pragmatic Solutions 

• Shared knowledge, joint working  
• Developing trust
• Start with ‘what works’
• Disruptive thinking, innovative solutions
• Multi-disciplinary working 
• Tracking emerging trends
• Need for more ‘critical pragmatism’… 



‘A critical pragmatist would treat very 
sceptically, if not reject outright, anyone’s 
claims that attention to process alone, or 
outcomes alone, could be justified pragmatically 
in a planning or public policy context.’

• Forester, J (2013) On the theory and practice of critical pragmatism: Deliberative practice and creative 
negotiations Planning Theory 12(1):5-22



In Summary 

• The challenges are many
• Redefine functional relationships   
• Partnership working is part of the answer
• Support wider co-operation  
• Be pragmatic 
• Recognise that planning is not just ‘a process’. 
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